
We are experiencing cooler mornings and evenings and fewer daylight 
hours.  Rows of onions drying in the warm sun, sugar beet dumps 
preparing for harvest and fields turning from green to shades of brown 
indicate that fall has arrived.  With fall comes the start of a new class of 
LIA participants.  I am pleased to announce the 30 individuals who have 
been selected for LIA Class 30—see list below. 

 Rick Waitley, President 

Fall is in the air . . . 

LIA CLASS 30 

Gaylene Anderson Moscow Licensing Associate (UI) 
Jay Barlogi Filer Canal Field Supervisor 
Daniel Bertram Salmon County Weed Superintendent 
John Bohman Troy Farm Owner/Partner 
Bryce Bowman Filer Area Field Manager 
Scott Brown Salt Lake City Farmer 
Scott Calhoun Boise Real Estate Appraiser 
Steve Christiansen Kimberly Organizational Dev. Manager 
Daren Coon Nampa Secretary/Treasurer 
Jamie Deacon Rathdrum Farm Wife 
Adam Dirks Boise Crop Insurance Agent 
Derek Godsey Twin Falls Agronomist 
Tom Herres Craigmont Location Manager 
Brian Hogue Boise Marketing & Business Analyst 
Clint Hughes Boise Geologist 
Kara Hurst Meridian Secretary/Office Management 
Anita Johnston Caldwell County Executive Director 
Vince Matthews Boise Ag Statistics Director 
Tony McCammon Fruitland Extension Educator 
David Perry Twin Falls Dir. of Cheese Technical Services 
Brian Petersen Kuna Product Manager, Business Dev. 
Dan Pinther Twin Falls Regional Sales Manager 
Kirk Powell Rexburg Senior Loan Officer 
Kasey Prestwick Jerome Forester 
Pat Purdy Boise Farmer 
Jonquil Rood Spokane Risk Management Specialist 
David Saxey Eagle Loan Analyst 
Moya Shatz Boise Executive Director 
Karl Studer Rupert General Foreman/Superintendent 
April Ward Heyburn Farm Loan Officer 
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LIA Alumni Directory 

CLASS 30 SESSIONS 
November 2-5 Moscow University Inn 
December 7-10 Pocatello Red Lion 
January 4-7 Twin Falls Hilton Garden Inn 
February 7-11 Boise DoubleTree Riverside 

The dates for the 2010 LIA Alumni Session are February 10-11 and will be held at the DoubleTree 
Riverside in Boise.  LIA Trustee Mitch Lucero, Class 28, is serving as chairman of the Alumni Planning 
Committee.  A highlight of the Alumni Session will be tours of the newly remodeled Idaho State Capitol 
Building on Thursday morning.  LIA Alumni should make plans to attend this year’s session and see first 
hand the new additions and renovation to the Statehouse that have taken over two years to complete.   

The 2009-2010 LIA Alumni Directory is currently being printed and will be mailed to all dues-paying Alumni 
Members as soon as they are received in our office.  You will note two new sections in the directory—a Lifetime 
member section and a memorial section honoring those LIA Alumni who have passed away.  If you have not paid 
your dues, please do so in order to receive your copy of this year’s directory.  Dues remain at $50 and were due 
on July 1.  Thanks to Kay Johnson for her work in updating and maintaining accurate information in the Directory 
and to each LIA Alumnus who provided current information for the 2009-2010 Directory! 

2010 ALUMNI SESSION 



LIA Trustee Dick Rush submitted 
his resignation due to his new 
position as Exec. Director of 
USDA Farm Service Agency.  
Rush was serving as Dir. of  Ag 
when the LIA program was started 
in Idaho.  USDA policy does not 
allow Rush to continue his 
leadership role in LIA.  Many 
thanks to Dick Rush for his 
dedication and support of LIA 
through the years. 

The LIA Board of Trustees met in 
August and made several important 
decisions about the LIA program: 

 Due to current economic 
conditions, no DC Experience 
is planned for 2010 

 Opportunities to be explored for 
sponsorship of LIA Alumni 
Cruise to Alaska 

 Class 31 tuition set at $2000 
 2010 Alumni Auction goal set 

at $30,000. 

Congratulations to LIA Trustee Wayne Hammon, Class 14, and his wife Kate on the birth in June of 
daughter Lili.  Congratulations to Josh Tewalt, Class 22, on his marriage to Chanel Young, Adm. Assistant 
to Director of Ag, Celia Gould in mid-September.  Aaron Hepworth, Class 27, has joined the management 
team of Spudnik in Blackfoot.  Ken Roberts, Class 14, has announced his candidacy for the First 
Congressional District seat.  Sara (Braasch) Schmidt, Class 9, was named Administrator of the Idaho Soil 
Conservation Commission.  Sarah Schumaker, Class 20, has moved to Lewiston and is an Extension 
Educator for Clearwater County.  Bill Lickley, Class 25; Jim Patrick, Class 15; Leah Clark, Class 26; 
Heidi Martin, Class 28; Blair Wilson, Class 11; and John Hartman, Class 10, were all recently recognized 
and presented awards by the Idaho Ag in the Classroom Association as Advocates for Agriculture.   

Dale Dixon, Class 21, has been chairing an Ad Hoc Committee to develop criteria for an LIA Intern 
Program.  Many LIA graduates are affiliated with organizations and companies that look for interns in their 
operations.  LIA is working to establish a clearinghouse procedure for connecting LIA graduates who need 
interns with college and high school students who are looking for practical intern experiences.  A 
complete report will be given at the 2010 LIA Alumni Session on this new program which is expected to 
begin in the spring of 2010.  Thanks to Dale and members of this committee:  Russ De Kruyf, Class 28; 
Benjamin Kelly, Class 29; Steve Green, Class 21; Rich Garber, Class 2; John Foltz, Class 12; and 
Janna Little, Human Resources Director for Glanbia Foods in Twin Falls. 

News from LIA Board of Trustees 

Names in the News 

Successful Ag Pavilion 
Thanks to many volunteer hours 
by LIA graduates, the 2009 Food 
Producers Ag Pavilion was a huge 
success.  The Pavilion at Western 
Idaho Fair and Twin Falls County 

Fair attracted 30,000 visitors.  
LIA alumni helped guests by 

communicating the importance 
of agriculture in Idaho.   

Co-chairmen of the 2009 
Pavilion were two LIA Grads: 

Mark Duffin, Class 22 
Candi Fitch, Class 28 

INTERN PROGRAM 

  Non-LIA Grads Sought for Trustee Board 
The Board of Trustees appointed a nominating 
committee to look for non-graduates to serve 
on the Board.  While most trustees are 
graduates, the Board like to retain a few non-
grads from agriculture-affiliated industries who 
can provide perspective on the program from 
an outsider’s view.  If you know of quality 
people to serve in such a capacity, please 
contact the LIA office. 

WE ALWAYS LIKE TO TELL OUR STORY . . . Recently 
we had the chance to tell the LIA story to a number of 
different groups.  Thanks to Kasey Garrett, Class 28, 
who opened the door to make a presentation to the Idaho 
Irrigators Equipment Association; and to Tereasa 
Waterman, Class 18, and Patricia Dailey, Class 10, 
who offered time on the Idaho Wheat Commission agenda.  
If you have a civic group or organization that would like to 
learn more about LIA, please let us know and we will 
schedule a time for a presentation. 

HAVE YOU VISITED THE LIA WEBSITE?  The LIA website has a NEW LOOK.  Thanks to 
Dee Sienknecht in the LIA office for her work to update and create this new look.  Please 
take some time to explore the site at www.leadershipidahoag.org and check it out! 

Give us your input if you have opinions after your visit. 

In July 2008, the Idaho Agriculture in the Classroom program left the Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture and established a new association – Idaho Ag in the Classroom Association.  Now, funding  
for this program is dependent upon member dues (organizations and individuals), revenue generated from  
the Ag License Plate fund and special projects.  It is always good to show your colors as an Advocate 
for Idaho Agriculture.  Enclosed is a flyer that tells more about the Ag License Plate project.  I hope you 
and your company will consider support of AITC through the purchase of agriculture plates on your vehicles. 
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